
TIDINGS
“You are welcome here!”

May 10 Sermon Recap 

We heard from the Cedar Valley Angels about the realities of foster care and the need to
change the statistics for vulnerable children in our community. We heard of the work they
are doing to support kids and families. In Psalm 68, we were reminded that God “places the
lonely in families.” On Mother’s Day, we celebrated the gift of family while reflecting on
God’s heart for belonging and how the church can respond.

Reflection Questions:

How might God be calling our church to help place the lonely into loving families and
communities?

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L
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THIS SUNDAY:
Tuesday, May 19
7:30 am - Men’s Bkfst @ Village Inn (W’loo)
6:00 pm - ** Common Meeting **
7:00 pm - Trustee Meeting

Wednesday, May 20
6:15 pm - Dinner
6:45 pm - The Gathering

May 17, 2026
10:30 AM 
Mental Health Sunday

Click Here to watch last Sunday’s Service.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

This Sunday is Mental Health Sunday. We will not be live streaming the in-person service, but
a separate and dedicated worship experience will be available on Facebook.  

After worship, we will share a light lunch together and hear about the work and resources
available through NAMI. This will be a meaningful time of learning, connection, and support
as we continue to care for one another and our community.

Thank you for your understanding as we hold this day with care and intention.

MENTAL HEALTH SUNDAY - MAY 17 

**(If your committee has already made other plans to meet you do not need to attend the
common meeting. Otherwise now would be a great time to plan for the summer months ahead.)

https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/1660748178581795


May 13, 2026 www.firstcongucc.org

ORDINATION UPDATE
At Saturday’s ecclesiastical council, I was unanimously approved for ordination.
I’m deeply grateful for the support, prayers, and encouragement of our church
family. Thank you to everyone who attended and participated this past
Saturday. Your presence meant a great deal. The next step will be a dedicated
ordination service. I am working on the planing of this service and hoping for
late summer. I look forward to celebrating this milestone together! 

~ Brandyn

DO YOU HAVE A GRADUATE?
                         It’s that time of year again! Now is the time to let the church 
                         office know if you have someone graduating from high school 
                         or college. Please submit their names to the church office for
publication in Tidings at a later date. Include future plans they may have in
mind such as colleges they will be attending.

PENTECOST SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 24, we will celebrate Pentecost, remembering the
gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church (Acts 2). This day reminds us of
the Spirit’s power, presence, and work among us.

As part of our celebration, we invite everyone to wear red as a symbol of the
fire of the Holy Spirit and the renewal and boldness given to the Church.

Join us as we worship and give thanks for the Spirit’s continuing work in our
lives and community.

TAKING CARE OF FAMILY...
For those that did not see the correction last week, the Celebration of Life
service for David Greene will be May 27 at 3:00pm at First Congregational
with visitation at Locke at Tower Park on May 26 from 4-7pm.  You can now
read his full obituary HERE. (www.lockefuneralservices.com)

https://www.lockefuneralservices.com/obituaries/6541/david-greene


Summer camp registrations at Pilgrim Heights in Montour, IA are available!
Please check out Pilgrimheights.org to register.

Grades K-6 are July 5th - July 9th 
 

Grades 7-12 are July 12th - July 16th

At Pilgrim Heights Church Camps - campers grow in faith and friendship
through small group Bible study, worship. and shared experiences. Living in
cabins, sharing meals, exploring nature, and playing games together create
a space where meaningful relationships with God, creation, and one
another can flourish. Summer camp is a joyful and intentional time to
leam, connect, and belong.  Scholarships are available for kids who qualify.

PILGRIM HEIGHTS CAMPS
KIDS THROUGH SENIOR HIGH
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You are invited to join a virtual Neighborhood Progress Update from
Habitat as they continue their work in the Walnut and Church Row
neighborhoods.
During this session, they will highlight key insights and trends at the
neighborhood level, provide updates on action teams and efforts currently
underway and outline net steps and opportunities for partnership and
engagement.  

This is an opportunity to stay connected to the progress being made, hear
directly about what residents are experiencing and explore how we can
continue working together to build thriving neighborhoods.

You can choose from May 15, 19, 20 or 21 from 12:00pm to 1:00pm.  Register
HERE for your time slot and you will be given the virtual link then. 

http://pilgrimheights.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScw47v0thnEiDu7M8Q6PPGBWQt6OGuwF_Nu7TLZKhGnBZ85NA/viewform


One of the most famous choruses in the English musical tradition quotes the Book of Revelation.
You might know it; it has a lot of “Hallelujahs” in it (See Revelation 11:15 and 19:6). The
Scriptural Index in the New Centuries Hymnal lists 34 hymns that quote or are based on passages
from the Book of Revelation (Check it out the next time you’re in the sanctuary). Why has this
last book of the Bible inspired so much powerful Christian music?

What Is the Book of Revelation about? Rev. Jim Altenbaumer will lead us in a 7-week exploration
of this book that puzzles so many. We will be reading Comfort and Protest: The Apocalypse of
John from a South African Perspective, by Allan A. Boesak, South African pastor and leader in 
the movement that led to the end of apartheid. Drawing clear parallels 
between the oppression faced by Blacks in South Africa and the situation 
of the early Christian church in the Roman Empire, Boesak lays out the 
“comfort and protest” presented in Revelation.

       Wednesdays, June 3 – July 15 at The Gathering

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
608 WEST FOURTH STREET
WATERLOO, IOWA 50702

CREATE AN ENDOWMENT OF LOVE. PLEASE CONSIDER INCLUDING OUR CHURCH IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

TIDINGS

WHAT DOES THE BOOK OF REVELATION MEAN?
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