
TIDINGS
“You are welcome here!”

Wednesday, February 18
6:00pm - Potluck Dinner
7:00pm - Ash Wednesday Service

Sunday, February 22
9:00am - Choir Practice

Wednesday, February 25
5:30pm - Bells Practice
6:15pm - Dinner
6:45pm - The Gathering

February 22, 2026
10:30 AM - Worship Service
First Sunday of Lent

Scripture Text:
John 6:25-40

Message:
Bread of Life

Click Here to watch last Sunday’s 
Joint Jazz Service 

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

February 18, 2026 www.firstcongucc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS:THIS SUNDAY:

(More information on Lent on the next page)

https://www.facebook.com/WaterlooFirstUMC/videos/1957239608539373


www.firstcongucc.org

Lent is a season of reflection, repentance, and renewal. We invite you to walk this journey
with us as we gather for worship, prayer, and study in the weeks leading to Easter.

Sunday Worship takes place Sundays at 10:30 AM

Special Lenten Gatherings:
     • February 18 – Ash Wednesday, 7:00 PM
     • February 25 – Bible Study, 6:15 PM
     • March 4 – Bible Study, 6:15 PM
     • March 11 – Holden Evening Prayer, 8:00 PM @ ThreeHouse
     • March 18 – Bible Study, 6:15 PM
     • April 2 – Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM

Whether you’ve observed Lent for years or are exploring it for the first time, there’s a
place for you here. Come and be renewed in Christ as we prepare our hearts for the hope
of Easter.  All are welcome.
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Join us for Lent!

Join us this evening, February 18, for a potluck style dinner and
Service.  Dinner begins at 6:00pm followed by our annual Ash
Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. Imposition of ashes will be
offered for those who would like to participate. 

This is always a meaningful and solemn introduction to the
Lenten Season, a season for reflection and spiritual renewal.  

The dinner will be served potluck style. Please bring a dish to
share if able.  

As we begin the Lenten journey, we hear Jesus’ words in Gospel of Matthew 4:4: “One
does not live by bread alone.”Lent is an invitation to slow down and pay attention to
what is actually feeding us.

This year we will walk through Lent with the theme Bread of Life. Again and again in the
Gospels, Jesus feeds people. He feeds crowds who are physically hungry. He eats with
people who have been pushed to the margins. He offers good news that fills empty
hearts. In a world that feels divided and uncertain, we need that kind of nourishment.

Lent is not about proving ourselves or earning anything. It is about remembering who we
are and whose we are. It is about coming back to the table, trusting that there is enough
grace, enough mercy, enough hope.

I would love for you to join us. Come gather. Come be honest about your hunger. Come
and be fed.

As we head into this season, take a moment to reflect:

What are you truly hungry for right now, and where are you looking to be filled?

https://www.facebook.com/threehousecampusministries?__cft__[0]=AZZTMN2UneuOw9VzKVAXFO0C4ejiXOMgbm_5R1DOP5O3m0iqu3anaqonwF9xxiK1AtSQZVAezGAEa0xDTiwTqAvyc6MXdnVq2cKxva8ktNQeUF4Am6w20XYLZ14vSFPoDQ05-J6Te-Zhb5N9jjWsj6Iz&__tn__=-]K-R
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Mark Your Calendars:

Church Directory
                           Michelle is working on the  
                           2026 Church Directory. 
                           Do you have a change of 
                           address, phone number, or 
                           email since the last 
directory was published? Please email or
call: office@fccwaterloo.org or 319-234-8927
with any changes by March 1st.

The Scholarship Committee is
excited to announce that FCUCC
has again received a tuition grant
from the Donna Koweil Scholarship
Fund. The intention is for current
college students who have already
completed at least one year of
schooling. Preference given to those
in the health field.

Deadline to submit an application is
May 15th. Please contact Michelle in
the office for more information or
an application.

Scholarship Offer

Offering Envelopes
A few boxes of offering envelopes are
available at the donation station.

Canterbury Forum
Sunday, February 22 at 7:00pm via Zoom 
Dr. John Burnight, Associate Professor of Religion at UNI, will present passages in the
Qur'an that mention Abraham, Moses and Jesus and will discuss their significant
roles in Islam. Muslims hold these biblical figures in high esteem, viewing them all as
messengers of God.  Email Ruth Ratliff in advance at ruthratliff52@gmail.com for the
Zoom link.

mailto:office@fccwaterloo.org


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
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WATERLOO, IOWA 50702

CREATE AN ENDOWMENT OF LOVE. PLEASE CONSIDER INCLUDING OUR CHURCH IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

TIDINGS

Sunday

Last Sunday, our chancel choir and congregation joined First Baptist’s and First
United Methodist’s choirs and congregations at First United Methodist Church for
Jazz Sunday.  It was a wonderful pre Lenten service with our neighbor churches
and community! We look forward to continuing this collaboration in the future.


