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UPCOMING EVENTSTHIS SUNDAY:
August 9, 2026 10:30 AM
Worship Service

Scripture text:
Acts 28:16–31

Deacon In Charge:
Gina Greene

Click Here to watch last
Sunday’s service 

August 2 Sermon Recap:
Paul's farewell to the Ephesian elders reminds us that the heart of ministry is not found
in programs, titles, or accomplishments, but in relationships shaped by faithful
discipleship. The tears at the shoreline were evidence of years spent loving, serving, and
following Jesus together. As Christ's Church, we are called to become that kind of
community: one where ordinary acts of faithfulness form deep bonds, where we care
for one another as family, and where our lives continually point beyond ourselves to
Christ.

Reflection Question:
What kind of church are we becoming, and how is God inviting you to help build that
community?

Thursday, August 6
4:00 - 7:00 pm - Craig Holdiman Visitation @ Locke

Friday, August 7
11:00 am - Funeral for Craig Holdiman
5:00 - 7:00 pm - Nancy Stevenson Visitation @ Locke

Saturday, August 8
9:30 am - Women’s Breakfast at Perkins
11:00 am - Funeral for Nancy Stevenson

Tuesday, August 11
5:30 pm - Food Bank Volunteering

Our condolences go out to Sharon and all the family of
Craig Holdiman who passed away on Thursday, July 30.
Craig was a longtime member of First Congregational and
will be missed by all who knew him!  

You can read the full obituary HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/1427265991533195
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/2539114919843905
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/1034299278421897
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/670260416014582
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/670260416014582
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/670260416014582
https://www.lockefuneralservices.com/obituaries/craig-a-holdiman/
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ORDINATION UPDATE:
To everyone who was part of my ordination journey, from the 
cards and prayers to your conversations and encouragement, 
from greeting guests and ushering day of to running to find 
more food when we realized just how many people had come, 
thank you.

It is difficult to find the right words to express what this past 
weekend meant to me. Seeing so many of you there, not only to witness my
ordination but to celebrate together as a church family, was an incredible gift.
Your presence, your encouragement, your prayers, and your joy made the day
one I will never forget.

I also want to acknowledge the tremendous amount of work that went into
preparing for the celebration. As the guest list continued to grow, so did the
planning, the cooking, the last-minute adjustments, and yes, even the stress.
Yet what could have been overwhelming became a beautiful testimony to our
congregation. So many of you stepped in with willing hands and generous
hearts, giving your time and energy to make sure everyone was welcomed and
cared for. This celebration was not simply about me. It was a reflection of who
we are together as the body of Christ.

In the coming weeks, I plan to write a more formal letter as your Reverend,
sharing my appreciation, my reflections on this milestone, my hopes for our
future ministry together, and my gratitude for the privilege of serving this
congregation.

But today, before all of that, there is one thing I simply need to say.

Thank you.

Thank you for celebrating with me. Thank you for calling me to serve alongside
you, for trusting me, and for walking this journey with me. Thank you for serving
so faithfully. Thank you for your kindness, your generosity, and your love.

I am deeply grateful to God for each of you, and I look forward with hope and
anticipation to all that God has in store for us as we continue this journey
together.

-Reverend Brandyn 

** If you were unable to attend, you can watch Brandyn’s 
ordination service online by clicking HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/FCCWaterloo/videos/795937806914449


The next opportunity to
volunteer at the North East Iowa

Food Bank is this coming
Tuesday, August 11 at 5:30pm.

Contact Diane Highnam for
more information or to sign up.
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Supper Club has been a
great success so far and we

love seeing our groups
gathering together! Here is

another picture from a
recent supper club meetup.

Just a reminder that Brandyn and I will be out of town for both the August 16 and
August 23 services. I'll still be putting together the worship slides ahead of time, so if
you have any announcements, event updates, or other information you'd like shared
during either of those services, please send them to me no later than the end of the
day on Wednesday, August 12. 

Submitting everything by then will help ensure your announcement is included.

Also, if you have any announcements, event updates, or other information you'd like
shared during the August 30 service, please send them to me by the end of the day
on Friday, August 28.  Thank you!

– Kenzie

FOODBANK VOLUNTEERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS / INFO FOR AUGUST 16, 23 & 30 

RUMMAGE SALE
Zion Lutheran Church is holding a rummage
sale on August 6 & 7 from 9am to 4pm and
August 8 from 9am to 11am. * Housewares,
furniture, toys, crafting, games, jewelry *
Cash Only. (Six Corners, W’loo)



CREATE AN ENDOWMENT OF LOVE. PLEASE CONSIDER INCLUDING OUR CHURCH IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
608 WEST FOURTH STREET
WATERLOO, IOWA 50702 TIDINGS

UCC HONOR WALL
We are establishing an Honor Wall in the
Friendship room this summer for members 
of this church who have served in the military.  We are asking current members
of the church that if you know of a church member that should be added to the
160 names we already have, please let Michelle know. 

Our Free Little Library got a new roof before all the
rain last week.  We are blessed to have such a talented
craftsman share his time, tools, supplies and talents
with our community. This outreach of our church IS
used and an easy way for us to help our neighbors.

MANY THANKS, CLIFF!
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