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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Prelude Steve Peters

Bringing in the Light of Christ

*Gathering Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - vs 1 #116 (NCH - Black)
Welcome and Announcements Brandyn Miller
*Call to Worship Brandyn Miller

Leader: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

People: We hear your promise and prepare our hearts.

Leader: Every valley shall be lifted, and every mountain made low.

People: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Leader: We rejoice in hope, watching and waiting for God’s presence among us.
People: Prepare the way of the Lord, that all may see God’s glory.

*Opening Hymn Come, O Long-Expected Jesus #122 (NCH - Black)

*Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Grace (responsive) John Mardis

People: God of light and promise, You call us to prepare the way, but we confess that we grow
weary of waiting. We are distracted by busyness and worried about many things. We forget
your presence and fail to trust your timing. Forgive us, Lord. Level the uneven places of our
hearts and make us ready to receive your coming. Amen.

Leader: Hear the good news: The prophet declares, “Comfort, O comfort my people.” In Christ, our
sins are forgiven and our hearts are made new. We are sent to prepare the way of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message and Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope

Choral Anthem Chancel Choir
Invitation to Offertory John Mardis
Offertory Of the Father’s Love Begotten - arr. Mark Hayes Clare Hanson
*Doxology #515 (Pilgrim - Red)
*Prayer of Dedication John Mardis
Scripture Readings Isaiah 40:1-5 & Luke 3:1-6 John Mardis

Leader: This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon “Sent: to prepare” Brandyn Miller
*Song of Reflection O Come, All Ye Faithful (See Screen)

Joys & Concerns John Mardis
Leader: Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) Brandyn Miller
You may use the words most familiar to you.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*Parting Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates #117 (NCH-Black)
*Benediction Brandyn Miller
Postlude Steve Peters

As the postlude begins, you are invited to depart in peace.
The music continues as a blessing for those who wish to remain in reflection.

* Please Rise in body and spirit
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